
Ceremony to mark the erection of  
Commonwealth War Graves Headstones  

to identify the graves of five Gainsborough soldiers  
who died as a result of their army service  

in World War One. 
 

Private Edwin Clarence Bennett, Sherwood Foresters 
Lance Corporal John William Blow, Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders. 
Driver Albert Ernest Booth, Sherwood Rangers 
Driver Jonathan Goulding, Royal Field Artillery 
Private Harold Webster, 2/5th Lincolnshire Regiment 

 
The graves of these soldiers have been unmarked since the end of WW1 and were not 
recorded as official war graves.  
 
In early 2009 information about the soldiers was submitted to the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. In September 2009 the Ministry of Defence confirmed that the graves 
had been approved as war graves. As a result the soldiers were added to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission “Debt of Honour” database. 
 

Introduction—Peter Bradshaw, Assistant Principal, TVA 
 
Information about each of the five soldiers—Matthew Warwick, Year 11 student, TVA 
 
Reading—Wendy Carrick, Associate Principal, TVA 
 
Councillor Tim Davies, Mayor of Gainsborough 
 
FIXING OF THE HEADSTONE INTO POSITION 
 
The Exhortation—Mr Richardson / Mr Wragg - Royal British Legion 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
 
 
The Last Post (Squadron Leader Phil Naylor, R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve) 
 
The Last Post will be followed by one minute’s silence.  
 
Reveille 
 
Pupils from TVA and Hillcrest Community Infant and Nursery School will 
place crosses / wreaths on the graves. 

TVA would like to thank the staff of Gainsborough Town Council at Richmond House 
and Gainsborough General Cemetery for their help and support with the arrangements 
today and with the research into Gainsborough’s Roll of Honour in recent years. 



Lance Corporal Blow was the 
adopted nephew of Mr & Mrs 
Addison who lived at 22 Trent 
Street. He enlisted on  29th 
March 1915, his records state 
that he was 5’ 6½” tall with a 
33½” chest.  
 
He served for three years 
until August 30th 1918 when he  was 
discharged as medically unfit due to tuberculosis. He died at home on 
Dec. 9th  of the same year. His death certificate shows that his uncle was 
present at the time of his death.  
 
 His obituary published in the “Gainsborough News” stated that he 
was, “disabled in the great war.” He was buried near to the chapel in the 

General Cemetery on 12
th
 December but his grave is unmarked.   

 

 
He originally lived at 1 Kebir Terrace with his father Joseph. After his father’s death he went to live 
with his aunt and uncle at 22 Trent Street. 
 
He first went to France on 3.8.16 when he sailed from Folkestone and arrived at Boulogne the 
following day. He went to the Infantry Depot at Etaples 4.8.16 and on 26.8.16 he was attached to the 
1109 Entrenching Battalion.  
 
On 10.1.17 he was posted to the  1/8

th
 Battalion of the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders and joined 

“A” Company. 
 
He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 
1st November 1917 and  his service 
records show that he had qualified as a 
“Bomber-Signaller”.  
 
 

303096 Lance Corporal John William Blow 
9th Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders.   
Died on 9th December 1918, aged 21 

Lance Corporal Blow’s grave in  
Gainsborough General Cemetery  

Gainsborough General Cemetery Burial register—12.12.18 

22 Trent Street 

Argyle and 
Sutherland 

Highlanders cap 
badge 

 J.W. Blow was named on 
Bridge Road Wesleyan 
Chapel War R. of H.  



Lance Corporal Blow entered hospital on  
15.12.17 and was moved to the 8th 
Stationary Hospital at Wimereux on 
23.12.17. He returned home to England 
on board the Hospital Ship Jan Breydel. 
 
When he was discharged on 30th August 
1918 it was stated that his character  was 
“very good." 
 
He was discharged because he was “no 
longer physically fit for war service.” His 
records state that his disability  was 
“Tubercle of lung.” 

Jan Breydel before she was 
converted to a hospital ship 

John W. Blow’s death certificate records his cause of death as  
“Tabes Abesentricia” which means general wasting. 

Gainsborough News 20.12.18  Births, Marriages and 
Deaths 
 
BLOW—In Loving memory of Lance Corpl. John 
William Blow, 5th Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, 
adopted nephew of Mr & Mrs Addison 22 Trent Street, 
Gainsborough, joined the forces 29th March 1915 and 
was disabled in the great war, being discharged on 
August 30th 1918, passed away December the 9th 
aged 21 years. “To memory ever dear.” 
Mr and Mrs Addison wish to thank all friends for 
kindness and sympathy during their sad bereavement: 
also Dr Johnson for attendance. 

 J.W. Blow was 
named on the 
Bridge Road 
Wesleyan Chapel 
War Roll of 
Honour (the 
church is shown 
on the left in this 
picture). He lived 
in Trent Street 
which is close by. 

  IN MEMORIAM 

BLOW-In loving memory of Lance-Corpl. 

J.W. Blow, adopted nephew of Mr. and Mrs. 

Addison, 22, Trent Street, Gainsborough, who 

died December 9th, 1918, aged 21 years. 

“Death divides, but memory ever clings.” 

 

“Gainsborough News” 12.12.19 



Private Edwin Clarence Bennett 
Sherwood Foresters  
Died 31/07/18 Age 24 
 
“He had bravely done his part in the defence of 
the Empire, and his war experience seemed to 
have had such an effect upon him that he had not 
known what he was doing at the time of his 
death.” 
 
He was named on the Bridge Road Wesleyan Chapel 
War Memorial (this no longer exists but a list of names 
was published in the Gainsborough News when it was unveiled 
on 13.12.21) 
 
His father Henry Pearce Bennett had died, aged 58, in October 
1917. 
 
The family lived at 9 Drake Street and he returned home after he 
had been  discharged from the army on 13

th
 March 1918 due to 

being wounded in his left shoulder while serving  in France – he 
was no longer fit for military service.   
 
After his discharge he continued to suffer badly from his shoulder wound. He committed suicide on 
31st July 1918. The inquest heard details that he had been very depressed and suffered great pain 
from his wounds. The Coroner said, “He had bravely done his part in the defence of the Empire, 
and his war experience seemed to have had such an effect upon him that he had not known 
what he was doing at the time of his death.” 
 
His mother Rosa Ann Bennett died less than two weeks later and she was buried in the grave next 
to her son. 

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES REQUESTS 1 

Edwin Clarence Bennett had worked for Newsums for 6½ years before the war. He enlisted in Gainsborough in 

the 15th Battalion Notts and Derbys Regiment (Sherwood Foresters) on 27th February 1915.  This was a 

“Bantam Battalion” for men who, although fit, were below the normal minimum height of 5’ 3”. Ernest was 5’ 

½”. He lived at 9 Drake Street with his parents. His father worked as a crane driver (possibly at Newsums or 

Marshalls). According to the 1911 census he had three brothers and two sisters. 

 

He first went abroad on 1st February 1916. In April 1917 he was attached to the 36th Battalion Royal Fusiliers. 

He came back to England on leave between 3rd-13th May 1917. 

 

He was wounded in action by a gun shot in the left shoulder and left buttock on 28th July 1917 at Ypres. He 

was taken first of all to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station where he had two operations and then on August 1st 

he was taken to the 7th Canadian General Hospital in Etaples (on the coast). He was brought back to England 

on 5th August 1917 and on 7th August he was admitted to the Edinburgh War Hospital at Bangour, West 

Lothian. Shortly after he was transferred to the 195 Labour Corps (No. 116457). 

 

His brother Ernest Henry Bennett who lived at 212 Lea Road worked as a  machinist (wood turner), probably at 

Newsums. At his brother’s inquest he said that Edwin had been discharged from the army on 13th March 1918  

 (due to his wounds in the left shoulder).  

 

When he was discharged it was stated in his records “his character is very good.” His disability was due to 

“gun shot wounds” in the left shoulder “caused by enemy overseas” and he was “permanently unfit for war 

service of any kind.”  

 

Edwin had been under treatment at Lincoln up to 12th June. He had then begun to work at Newsums, but “he 

had been very depressed and his wounds caused him great pain.” 

 

He was last seen alive by his mother at 6 o’clock on Tuesday when he took her a cup of tea. His brother had last 

seen him alive at 10.30 p.m. the previous evening. He identified his brother’s body. The inquest was held at 

Gainsborough Police Station on 1st August. 

Gainsborough News  

12th December 1921 



Edwin’s father was buried on 22nd October 1917 

Edwin was buried on 2nd August 1918 

Edwin’s mother was buried two weeks later 

Edwin’s father, Henry Pearce Bennett, had died in October 1917, aged 58. He was buried in plot 

number ANC 1517. Edwin was buried on 2nd August 1918 in the next grave. 

Edwin’s mother Rosa Ann, died less than two weeks after her son, aged 54, she was buried with her 

husband. 

Private Edwin Clarence Bennett 



275633 Driver Albert 

Ernest Booth 
Sherwood Rangers.  

Died 15/05/19  Age 34 

Sherwood Rangers Memorial— 

Retford Church 

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES REQUESTS 1 Gainsborough General Cemetery Burial Register 

3 Beaufort Street 

We reproduce the photo of Driver A.E. Booth, of the 

Sherwood Rangers, who died at his home in Beaufort 

Street. About 4 months ago Driver Booth went into 

hospital on account of an accident received while 

shipping horses on to a transport. Several operations 

were performed during his illness, and he left hospital 

eleven weeks ago. The deceased soldier was a ‘bus 

driver at the White Hart Hotel prior to joining up at 

the beginning of the war. 

Driver Booth is buried in Gainsborough General Cemetery 
and his grave will soon be marked by a Commonwealth 

War Graves Commission headstone. 

Gainsborough News 13.6.19 

Above—from a list of soldiers who had enlisted published in the 
“Gainsborough News” January 1915 





Driver Booth was discharged from the army on 18th March 1919 and he died less 
than two months later on 15th May 1919.  
 
He had enlisted on 16th November 1914. He received a leg injury in 1918 and he 
developed a “cold abscess” which did not heal. He was operated on several times.  
 
He also developed tuberculosis.  His records stated that this was due to “exposure 
to wet and cold on ordinary military service.” He was treated at Canterbury Military 
Hospital and at the Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital at Lenham, Kent. The 
Canadian Special Hospital at Lenham was a sanatorium and specialised only in 
treating soldiers with tuberculosis. 
 

 

 



 

Jonathan Goulding died at home – 18 Dickinson Terrace.  He was 
buried in Gainsborough General Cemetery on January 2

nd 
1918.  

 

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES REQUESTS 1 

Driver Jonathan Golding, who died 
on the 28th December, at the age of 
27, served in the R.F.A. in France for 
more than a year. There he 
contracted rheumatic fever, which 
caused displacement of the heart, 
this in turn brought other 
complications, which caused his 
decease. He bore great sufferings 
with wonderful patience and 
cheerfulness. The funeral took place 
on January 1st, the first part of the 
ceremony being conducted by the 
Vicar of Holy Trinity Church. 

 21639 Driver Jonathan Goulding 
Royal Field Artillery  
Died 28/12/17   Aged 27 

Gainsborough News  4.1.18 

Driver Goulding’s grave in 
Gainsborough General Cemetery 
is currently unmarked but will soon 
be marked by a CWGC headstone. 

Gainsborough General Cemetery Burial register—2.1.18 

Holy Trinity Church 



In 1911, according to the census, Jonathan Goulding was living at 114 Trinity Street with his mother 
Sarah Ann and stepfather Jack Pickup, who was  a Pork Butcher. He had a sister Caroline and 
brother William. He also had a stepsister Everil. Jonathan was born in Walkerith Road, Morton. 
 
 
He was a postman before he enlisted in Derby on 8th September 1915. His service records state that 
he was 5’ 4½” tall and weighed 8½ stone. He had black hair and enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery. 
 
Before he was sent to France he got married to Beatrice Forest at Holy Trinity Church on 1st April 
1915. She lived at 11 Nottingham Place (this was off Bridge Street). 
 
After his training he left Southampton, bound for France, on 20th May 1915 and landed at Le Havre 
on 22nd May. 
 
He received a “contused wound of the fore-head” 
on 28th April 1916 “on duty, not to blame.” This was 
“of a trivial nature and in all probability will not 
interfere with his future efficiency as a soldier.” 
 
He returned to his unit, B Battery 49th Brigade,  on 
6th May 1916. 
 
Early in May 1916 he was treated for gastritis 
(inflammation of the lining of the stomach) and was 
admitted to a Casualty Clearing Station. 
 
Later in the month he was treated for myalgia 
(muscle pain). 
 
He remained in France until 25th June 1916 when 
he returned to England aboard the Hospital Ship 
“Asturias” 27.6.16 
 
His records state that his disability originated April 
1916 at Arras when he had  “a bad attack of 
rheumatic fever (104º  temperature)”. He was in 
hospital for five weeks, after this he noticed that 
“his breath was short on exertion.” His records state 
that his disability was the result of active service, 
cold and exposure and was permanent. 
 
 
 
He was discharged on 11th November 1916 
 
His records show that the Rev. E. Marris 
(Vicar of Holy Trinity) wrote to the army 
authorities on 14th November 1916 applying for an increase in his pension. Later in the year G. H. 
Baines M.P. also applied for an increase in his pension. 
 
His condition gradually deteriorated during 1917 and he died at home on 27th December 1917. 

From Jonathan Goulding’s Death Certificate 





Private Harold Webster  
Lincolnshire Regiment 
 

He died on 25th April 1916 and was buried in the 
General Cemetery on the 29th.  Aged 22 

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES REQUESTS 1 

Gainsborough General Cemetery Burial register 

The funeral took place, with full military 

honours, at the General Cemetery, 

Gainsborough, on Saturday, of Private 

Harold Webster (22), who enlisted in the 

2/5 Lincolns soon after the war broke 

out. After training at Grimsby, Luton, 

and in the north, he was relegated to 

home service on account of failing 

health, and  eventually was invalided home, 

suffering from consumption. Shortly before 

he died he expressed a desire for a military 

funeral, and thanks to the kindness of Col. 

Wilson, of the 2/5 Yorkshire Regiment, the 

dead soldier's wish was complied with. The 

full B Company of the 2/5 Yorkshires 

attended with band, drums, buglers, and 

firing party, under the command of Captain 

Mosley. The service was conducted by 

Canon Standen, who wore the 

uniform of Chaplain of the 

Gainsborough Territorials, and the 

full military ceremonial was 

observed. The route from the house 

of the deceased’s parents in Ropery 

Road to the Cemetery was lined with 

hundreds of people, and there was a 

large gathering at the graveside. 

Private Webster had been married 

eleven months. His brother, Sergt. E. 

Webster, is on active service and was 

unable to be present. 

41 Ropery Road no longer exists 

Canon Standen was Vicar of All 
Saints’ and he conducted 
Private Webster’s funeral 
service. He was Chaplain to the 
Gainsborough Territorials. 

Gainsborough News 5. 5. 16 
From Private Webster’s death certificate 

Above—from a list of soldiers 
who had enlisted published in the 
“Gainsborough News” January 
1915 

“The route from the house of the deceased’s 
parents in Ropery Road to the Cemetery was 
lined with hundreds of people, and there was 
a large gathering at the graveside…” 



Sergt. E. Webster, the husband of Mrs. 

Webster, of 54, Tooley Street, was some time 

ago reported missing, but his wife has now 

received news from one of his comrades that he 

is killed. He is the 

son of Mrs 

Webster, of 21, 

King Street, and like his brother Harold, he 

enlisted shortly after the outbreak of hostilities, 

and served through the Irish rebellion. Before 

he joined up he worked at Messrs Marshall, 

Sons, and Co., Trent Works. He was 29 years of 

age, and leaves a widow and three young 

children. The letter received by his wife reads 

as follows: - “Dear Mrs Webster, - I am writing 

to inform you of your husband, in case you 

have not heard. I am very sorry for you in your 

loss, but I found your husband in the place 

where he fell. I have had him 

buried in the place where he 

fell with five of his men, and  

a cross will be erected on the 

battlefield over him, when it 

is ready. Private Harold 

Webster, of the Lincolns, 

died about eighteen months 

ago and was buried with full 

military honours. He is 

brother to Sergt. Webster, 

who at the time of the funeral 

was a soldier, and was unable 

to attend his brother’s funeral. 

At the time of his death Private Webster was 22 years of age. He enlisted in the Lincolns 

soon after the war broke out. Some time after joining up he was relegated to home service 

on account of falling health and eventually was invalided home, suffering from 

consumption. 

54 Tooley Street 

Harold Webster’s brother Ernest was also in 
the army. He was killed in action near Ypres 
18 months after Harold died. He is buried in 
Tyne Cot Cemetery, Belgium. 

Gainsborough News  1 3 18 

Thanks to Valerie Pacey and Maureen Dowson for the 

photograph of their grandfather, Sergeant Ernest Webster 



Lance Corporal John William Blow, joined the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders in March 
1915. He served for three years in France and was hospitalised in France after developing 
tuberculosis. After being he was brought home he died on 9th December 1918, aged 21. 
[Discharged no longer physically fit for war service on 30 August 1918, died on 9th 
December 1918 as a result of his service]. 
 
Private Edwin Clarence Bennett, Sherwood Foresters, died on 31st July 1918, aged 24. He 
had served in France for more than a year. After being discharged from the army, due to 
being wounded in the shoulder in Ypres, he continued to suffer much discomfort from his 
wound. Shortly after his discharge he committed suicide. His inquest stated that “he had 
been very depressed and his wounds caused him great pain.” The Coroner stated, “He had 
bravely done his part in the defence of the Empire, and his war experience seemed to have 
had such an effect upon him that he had not known what he was doing at the time of his 
death.” [Discharged no longer physically fit for war service on 13 March 1915, died on 31 
July as a result of his service]. 
 
Driver Albert Ernest Booth, Sherwood Rangers, had served in the army since 1914 and 
died in May 1919 after being injured shipping horses. He was 34 years old. 
[Demobilized on 18th March 1919. Died as a result of his service on 11 May 1919] 
 
Driver Jonathan Goulding served in the Royal Field Artillery and served in France for more 
than a year. He got married just before going out to France. While abroad he was 
hospitalised several times. After catching rheumatic fever he was brought back to England 
in June 1916 but he was never fit enough to return to the army and he died at home in 
December 1917, aged 27. 
[Discharged no longer physically fit for war service on 11 Nov. 1916. Died on 28 December 
1917 as a result of his war service]. 
 
Private Harold Webster enlisted in the 2/5th Lincolnshire Regiment shortly after the start of 
the war but never served abroad. During his training he contracted tuberculosis and died at 
home on 26th April 1916, aged 22.  He was given a military funeral, “Ropery Road to the 
Cemetery was lined with hundreds of people , and there was a large gathering at the 
graveside.” [Died in service] 
Harold’s brother Ernest was in the same Regiment but was unable to attend his brother’s 
funeral because he was serving in France. He was killed in action in September 1917 and 
is buried in Tyne Cot Cemetery, Belgium. 
 
These five soldiers are buried in unmarked graves but soon they will be marked with 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstones. They are now officially war graves 
after being approved for commemoration by the Ministry of Defence.  



The five headstones to mark the graves of the Gainsborough soldiers have all 
been made at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission workshops at 
Arras, France. During our 2010 Battlefield Visit the Commission  kindly allowed 
us to visit and showed us how headstones are engraved and how their 
cemeteries are maintained. 
 
Many thanks to Malcolm Ross from the Commission for his help and advice.   




















